[Evaluation of a telemedicine pilot project].
Rapid progress in computer and information technologies has led to an increased interest in the use of telemedicine during the past few years. Thus it should be clarified, whether teledermatology can achieve comparable results to conventional specialist examination and advice. We initiated a pilot study, comparing teledermatology with conventional examination in a dermatology outpatient setting. 60 patients were included. Out of 60 teledermatological examinations, remote clinicians were in agreement with face-to-face clinicians in 90%. Teledermatology was unable to make a useful diagnosis in 6 patients, however further diagnostic procedures were ordered, enabling teledermatologists to achieve correct diagnoses. Regarding need for further diagnostic tests, there was no difference between teledermatology and conventional examination. Teledermatology appears suitable to transfer a dermatologist's expertise over large distances.